






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Our trophy hunting legislation was put in place
not only to guide participants, but also, when
necessary, to investigate and punish wrongdo-
ing. Following is a current example of how
NAPHA and MET work together to enforce the
law and maintain ethical hunting standards:

Leopard and cheetah hunting in Namibia face
a number of challenges. On April 24th and
June 15th, 2009, the Ministry of Environment
and Tourism issued a moratorium, first on
cheetah and then on leopard, for trophy per-
mits. The reasoning was that the CITES export
quotas for these two species had been ex-
hausted for 2009. MET’s decision was sup-
ported by our Association, although several
PHs had to inform clients of this development
at short notice.

At the same time, allegations of unscrupulous
and illegal hunting of leopard and cheetah,
often involving unregistered and unqualified

foreigners acting as hunting professionals,
began to reach NAPHA. The Executive Com-
mittee took action to protect Namibia’s game
and our reputation as a destination for ethical
hunting and called an urgent meeting of the
general membership, on July 31st, 2009, to
discuss the situation.

At the meeting, an overwhelming majority
voted to request MET to temporarily suspend
leopard hunting with hounds, to take immedi-
ate effect, and not issue trophy leopard or
cheetah permits for 2010, in order to use the
year to put effective controls in place. NAPHA
also elected a Predator Hunting Committee to
draft and implement these controls. At the time
of writing, the Ministry of Environment and
Tourism has not yet issued an official state-
ment.

New initiatives

The population of huntable game – largely
kudu, oryx, springbuck and warthog – on pri-
vately owned land in Namibia has grown by
8% per annum since 1972. However, since
2005 the off-take of those species by the tro-
phy hunting industry has increased by 22.5%
per annum. In addition, non-trophy game ani-
mals are also utilized for meat as well as live
capture and sale.

Thus the demand for certain species of game
has begun to grow at a more rapid rate than
production and we are no longer using those
game populations sustainably. NAPHA is con-
sequently reaching out to commercial farmers
(that is, those raising crops or domestic stock
for market rather than subsistence) to educate
them about game ranching and trophy hunt-
ing. 
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In July 2008 NAPHA presented its first work-
shop specifically for commercial farmers com-
ing on, in order to promote game ranching and
trophy hunting as an effective and lucrative
form of land use, provided it is done in a con-
trolled, sustainable and ethical manner. The
workshop was attended by government minis-
ters, members of parliament and new farmers
as well as business people aspiring to become
farmers and trophy hunting operators. The ma-
jority of the farmers who attended came from
previously disadvantaged communities.

The Ministry of Environment recently intro-
duced a program to stock farms belonging to
emerging commercial farmers free of charge
with breeding populations of a variety of game
species, with the agreement that MET would
capture the same number of animals for relo-
cation once viable herds had been established
on the farms. This initiative is expected to
make a valuable contribution towards address-

ing the increase in demand for certain game
species by international trophy hunting clients.

Economic challenges facing hunting

Most of the trophy hunting industry’s market-
ing takes place at large expositions in the
USA, Europe and Asia between January and
March each year. Traditionally, these events
have been effective and critically important
media for hunting operators from all over the
world, providing opportunities to interact with
many thousands of potential clients. However,
recent experience shows that prospects for
the safari industry have been damaged by the
global economic crisis. Attendance declined
dramatically at most of the conventions in late
2008 and early 2009, and as a result bookings
were down noticeably as well. In addition,
hunting companies in Namibia and across
Africa report that a significant percentage of
safaris already booked for 2009 and 2010 are

being cancelled or postponed.

The emerging trend among those hunting
clients whose financial position still allows
them to travel seems to be to concentrate on
the very well-established and known opera-
tors, which leaves newer companies with little
business. According to Digu Naobeb, CEO of
the Namibia Tourism Board, and Jackie
Asheeke of FENATA, every indication is that
the top end of the travel market will be less af-
fected than the middle and lower ends. In the
year to date, Air Namibia reports a 15% de-
crease in bookings compared to 2008, and our
national airline carries 80% of the visitors trav-
eling to Namibia from Europe. 

The largest trophy hunting organization, Safari
Club International (SCI), counts 55,000-plus
members and 188 chapters in all 50 US states
and 19 countries in Africa, Asia, Australia, Eu-
rope and South, Central and North America.
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SCI is the leader in protecting the freedom to
hunt and promoting wildlife conservation
worldwide. SCI’s 2009 Hunters Convention, in
Reno, Nevada, USA, registered fewer atten-
dees than in 2008. (Some observers esti-
mated attendance was down by as much as
30%.) Namibia is consistently one of the most
represented African countries at the conven-
tion, with 36 outfitters exhibiting this year. The
Honourable Nandi-Ndaitwah, Namibia’s Min-
ster of Environment and Tourism, spent three
days at the event, meeting with SCI execu-
tives and Namibian operators.

Dallas Safari Club, with some 4,000 members,
actively promotes the conservation of wildlife
and wilderness lands, and educates youth and
the general public to protect the interests of
hunters. The traffic at its convention this year
was also far less than expected. Namibia was
represented by 33 trophy hunting operators. 

The annual German hunting convention, Jagd
und Hund, in Dortmund, attracted 38 Namibian
vendors. Hunting and outdoor shows in
France, Canada, Scandinavia and Asia at-
tracted Namibian operators as well, but atten-
dance and bookings across the board were
also much lower than usual.

German-speaking countries have traditionally
been the source of most of Namibia’s trophy
hunting visitors. However, recent statistics
from the Ministry of Environment and Tourism
indicate that while Germans hunting in
Namibia over a 10-year period increased from
1,490 to 1,905, the number of trophy hunters
from the USA in the same decade swelled
from 155 to 1,516. The American market is
thus now one of Namibia’s most important, but
it is also the one most affected by the global
economic contraction. A downturn in hunting
revenues threatens the further development of
trophy hunting in our country for at least the
short to medium term.

Cultural challenges facing hunting

By August 2009, financial data from the USA,
Britain, Germany, France and Italy indicated
that the losses to those economies seemed to
have been stemmed and recovery, however
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slow, was in the foreseeable future. As con-
sumers in those countries regain confidence,
not to say some of the value of their portfolios,
it is expected that they will eventually resume
trophy hunting and other recreational activi-
ties. However, there is a larger, long-term
threat to the business of trophy hunting, and
that is the steady shrinkage in the numbers of
hunters in much of Europe and North America. 

Between 1996 and 2006 the number of
hunters in the USA declined by 10% overall, to
approximately 12 million. In Europe, 11 out of
20 countries showed declines in their hunting
populations between 1996 and 2006. One of
the largest downturns occurred in Italy, which
lost 20% of its sport hunters in that period and
50% between 1980 and 2006. France experi-
enced a drop in its hunting population of some
18% between 1996 and 2006. However, to the
direct benefit of Namibia, which still gets
nearly one third of its trophy hunters from

there, Germany is one of the important excep-
tions: while in 1995 there were some 326,000
licensed German hunters, today the number
has grown to approximately 350,000. Austria
and Switzerland show modest increases as
well (– Thomas A. Heberlein, PhD, The Uni-
versity of Wisconsin–Madison, USA).

Many factors contribute to these declines, but
chief among them in North America appears to
be the continual urbanization of populations,
while overall factors include the aging of
hunters and the lack of new hunter recruitment. 

Conclusion

Thanks to the country’s excellent hunting oppor-
tunities, the variety and quality of game species,
outstanding hunting professionals and the focus
on fair chase, our political stability and well-de-
veloped infrastructure, Namibia is now firmly es-
tablished as one of Africa’s most popular and

successful trophy hunting destinations. 

As Namibian citizens, it is essential for each of
us to utilize our land to its fullest potential in
sustainable ways by developing farming oper-
ations that make meaningful contributions to
our country. Game ranching and trophy hunt-
ing are, without a doubt, two of the most lucra-
tive means of doing so. The inherent
biological, ecological and physiological advan-
tages of wild animals, and the fact that wildlife
offers substantial extra value beyond meat and
hide, make game ranching and trophy hunting
extremely beneficial forms of land utilization,
as well as proven tools for conservation.

It is with pride I say that the results of the past
four decades have proved that selective, ethical
and sustainable trophy hunting is one of the
most lucrative forms of land utilization as well
as a great conservation tool in our country.
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Trophy hunting currently employs more people
and pays better salaries, as well as provides
more training, skill recognition and job promo-
tion opportunities than any other form of com-
mercial agricultural or communal conservancy
land utilization in Namibia.

The Namibian trophy hunting industry can do
little to counteract the effects of the global eco-
nomic contraction other than to continue to
offer high quality hunting for good value. While
Namibia has developed its own programs,
policies and legislation to sustain high-quality
trophy hunting, organizations within the na-
tions from which we draw our clientele must in
turn create their own programs to sustain
hunters as an ecological force. As Professor
Heberlein has pointed out, it is unfortunate
that while the scientific community worldwide
works to protect wildlife populations, it does
not take an interest in sustaining populations
of hunters.

Addendum

Fair chase

A wild animal should exist as a naturally inter-
acting individual within a wild sustainable pop-
ulation, located in an area that meets both
spatial and temporal requirements of the pop-
ulation of which that individual is a member.
“Fair chase” is defined as the pursuit of free
wild animals, possessing the natural behav-
ioural inclination to escape from a hunter, and
fully free to do so. In addition:

Wild animals are not to be hunted with an arti-
ficial light source or other similar technical
equipment. 

Motorized or other (horse, etc.) modes of
transport may not be used to chase the ani-
mal.

No ethical hunter should take female animals
with dependent young. 

Wild animals should be hunted sustainably
within an ecologically functional system. 

The Code of Ethical Hunting in Africa 

1. Hunt on the principles of Fair Chase, as de-
fined above. 

2. Abide by relevant laws, other legal require-
ments and recognized Codes of Conduct. 

3. Enhance by action the survival of wildlife
populations, the protection of bio-diversity and
the promotion of sustainable utilization. 

4. Use humane practices in the utilization of
wildlife. 
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5. Use the correct hunting methods and equip-
ment. 

6. Engage at all times in fair and honest prac-
tices. 

7. Educate others in sustainable use, conser-
vation, correct procedures and in the ethics of
hunting. 

8. Recognize the needs of indigenous rural
communities relating to sustainable natural uti-
lization.

Namibian Professional Hunting Association
Mission Statement

The fundamental purpose of NAPHA is to en-
hance and maintain, by effective management,
an organizational infrastructure that can serve
professional hunting members, clients and
other interest groups. Our intent is to ensure

and promote ethical conduct, sustainable uti-
lization of natural resources, and to secure the
industry for current and future generations.
The Association insists that its members pro-
vide the highest standard of professional serv-
ice to international hunting guests. They are
expected to hunt strictly in accordance with
the ethical principles as stipulated in NAPHA's
Hunting Code. The Hunting Professional is at
all times encouraged to act responsibly to-
wards nature, wildlife and the local population. 
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An incredible wealth of information was presented at this Symposium.  Besides the sheer volume of information con-
tained in the presentations and discussions, there is the fact that “hunting” exists within many contexts.  What is ac-
cepted in one area may not be accepted in another.  Therefore, local culture must be acknowledged in any
decision-making process.

Despite the differences of culture and conditions, there are common themes.  Many studies and first-hand experiences
clearly demonstrated undeniable proof that regulated hunting is a critical part of science-based wildlife management and
it provides incredible widespread economic benefits to rural communities.  This economic benefit is one of the most im-
portant tools to help end poverty.

Keeping wildlife populations in balance with the ecosystem is the cornerstone of modern scientific management.  Presen-
tations proved that regulated hunting is the most effective tool to ensure that species exist in balance with nature.  Even
more significant is the role regulated hunting has played in the protection and reintroduction of endangered species.  

The hunting experience requires clean and healthy ecosystems.  To this end, presentations demonstrated hunting is the
highest/best land use.  Livestock and farming destroys ecosystems, and photo safaris don’t  provide the large and diver-
sified distribution of wealth that hunting does.  Compound this with eco-tourisms demand for a specific (and limited)
type of beauty and the economic impact is even further centralized.  What is important to remember is there is a role
for all activities and there were great case-studies that provided a model for establishing the right balance.  

Finally, we have seen the incredible economic benefits of regulated hunting.  Hunting is big industry, but unlike most
big business it is widely dispersed throughout rural communities.  Around the world regulated hunting is a primary
funding source.  In developing countries we have seen the economic impact of regulated hunting is a critical tool to
help end poverty.
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For more information please contact:

WFSA Secretariat: 
Email wfsa.secretariat@anpam.org  

Phone +39 06 590 3510

fax +39 06 54282691

Capitalizing on these incredible benefits requires the proper framework.  This framework must ensure revenues are distributed to the local community.  Since hunting is a relatively
labor-intensive activity, many in the local community realize employment opportunities.  But the legal frameworks must ensure revenues are focused on wildlife and local communi-
ties and not gobbled up by general treasuries.  These legal frameworks must also provide a mechanism for biologically-based hunting quotas and enforcement of those quotas.  

We have a great story to tell, and a great deal of time in this Symposium was spent talking about how to tell it.  In today’s world perception is reality.  It is not enough to continue
DOING what is right, we must also educate the public so they understand.  It is perhaps our biggest challenge.  As Aldo Leupold, father of modern science-based wildlife man-
agement, said “managing wildlife is easy…managing people is what is difficult.”  While a minority of extremists opposed to regulated hunting—or any sustainable use of natural
resources—are masters at getting media attention, the good news is the public as a whole sees through their misguided agenda.  Studies show that throughout the world the vast
majority of the public supports regulated hunting.  But the message is clear: To succeed in supporting wildlife, ecosystems and economic gains for rural communities we must en-
gage in dialogue with all stakeholders.  There must be bottom-up communications in the decision-making process.

We have many challenges.  The actions of international NGO’s are pushing top-down, unilateral decisions that interfere with regulated hunting and eliminate the great benefits.
In the process they are harming wildlife, ecosystems, and communities.

Another challenge is hurdles in transportation of firearms by hunters.  If hunters can’t travel with their firearms, they won’t hunt and all the benefits disappear.  This can result
from poor business policies of transportation companies and/or well-intentioned but poorly-reasoned regulations intended to prevent the illicit trade of weapons is a threat to
hunting and therefore a threat to wildlife and ecosystems.  

Thank you,
  Rick   Patterson

Symposium Summary and Recommendation

Executive Summary:   The Symposium on the Ecologic and Economic Benefits of Hunting
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At the close of this symposium, we have determined
that:

• Strategies for ensuring the future of wildlife world-
wide will include continued scientific data gathering,
effective communication strategies and an inclusive
decision making framework. It is incumbent on all to
demonstrate responsible stewardship of all natural
resources.

• Sound scientific information demonstrates the im-
portance of hunting to the future of wildlife.

• The worldwide hunting community including
NGO’s, hunting tourism and related industries, aca-
demics, and individual citizens are eager to con-
tribute sound scientific information, support and
perspectives in wildlife management decision-making.

• We will promote the principles of sustainable use,
including hunting, as the preferred conservation
strategy for wildlife management.

• There is a clear need for consistent and coordinated
communication of the ecologic and economic bene-
fits of hunting.

Thank you,

Ted Rowe

WFSA President Ted Rowe’s Closing Remarks at 
The Symposium on the Ecologic and Economic Benefits of Hunting

Delivered on the 17th September 2009.
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